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KBAKKHAI
BY EURIPIDES
A NEW VERSION BY ANNE CARSON
DIRECTOR JILLIAN KEILEY

Grade recommendation
Suitable for Grade 9 and up.

Student matinée dates
May 30; June 1, 6, 8, 28; September 6, 13, 21

About the play
Bakkhai (in other translations, The Bacchae) is based 
on the myth of Dionysos, whose mother, Semele, was a 
member of the royal house of Cadmus. Semele’s family 
rejects her claim that Dionysos was fathered by the god 
Zeus, and Dionysos himself, regarded as merely mortal like 
his mother, is driven to wander throughout foreign lands. 
Having gathered a following of female worshippers, he 
returns to Thebes in disguise, intending to take revenge on 
his family.

Synopsis
Dionysos, son of the god Zeus and the mortal Semele, a 
princess of Thebes, is the kind of supernatural being known 
to the Greeks as a daimon. Assuming human form, he has 
arrived in Thebes as a stranger, accompanied by his band 
of female followers, the Bakkhai.
 Having found that Pentheus, the new king of Thebes, and 
the three sisters of the late Semele – Autonoe, Ino and Agave, 
Pentheus’s mother – are denying his divinity, he has vowed 
to teach the royal family a lesson. He has already caused 
Semele’s sisters and the other women of Thebes to run mad 
and join the Bakkhai on the slopes of Mount Kithairon.
 King Pentheus’s grandfather, Kadmos, and the seer 
Teiresias both acknowledge Semele’s son as divine. They 
are setting out to join the Bakkhai when they are stopped 
by Pentheus. Enraged by their insistence that Dionysos is 
indeed a daimon, the king gives orders for the stranger’s 
arrest – and the destruction of Teiresias’s home.
 Dionysos is brought before Pentheus, who questions 
and imprisons him, intending to have him stoned to 
death; Dionysos, however, easily escapes and sends an 
earthquake and a fi re to destroy Pentheus’s palace. As 
he confronts Pentheus again, a herdsman arrives with 
disturbing news of ecstatically savage rioting by the 

Bakkhai, including Pentheus’s mother, Agave. Among other 
things, the herdsman has witnessed them tearing live cattle 
apart with their bare hands.
 When Pentheus declares his intention of waging war on 
the Bakkhai, Dionysos persuades him to fi rst reconnoitre 
the scene in disguise. But when Pentheus complies and 
arrives at Mount Kithairon, dressed as a woman, Dionysos 
denounces him and unleashes the full fury of his followers. 
Agave herself, so deranged that she cannot recognize 
Pentheus as her own son, leads the women in his frenzied 
dismemberment.
 Seizing his severed head, imagining it to be that of a 
lion cub, she bears it triumphantly back to the city, where 
she at last comes to her senses and realizes what she has 
done. To complete his vengeance, Dionysos sends Agave 
and her sisters into exile.

Content advisory for students
Some sexual scenes and violence
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Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

Curriculum connections and links
•	 All grades: Language/English (Listening to Understand, 

Speaking to Communicate, Reading for Meaning)
•	 All Grades: Drama, Music, Visual Art
•	 Grades 9–12: Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying 

and Abuse)
•	 Grades 9–12: Health and PE (Human Development and 

Sexual Health: Emotional, Social Impact; Understanding 
Healthy Relationships; Conflict Management)

•	 Grade 11: World Religions (Religious and Spiritual 
Impulse; Rites and Observance)

•	 Grade 11: Gender Studies (The Social Construction of 
Gender; Power Relations, Sex and Gender)

•	 Grade 12: World History to the End of the 15th Century 
(Early Societies; Social, Economic and Political Context 
– Ancient Greece; Cooperation, Conflict and Rising 
Civilizations)

Themes and motifs
•	 Rules and order
•	 The nature of theatre
•	 Humankind and the natural world
•	 Religion
•	 Madness
•	 Transformation
•	 Wisdom vs. ignorance
•	 Women and femininity
•	 Violence
•	 Foreigners and acceptance
•	 Reason vs. irrationality
•	 Civilization vs. savagery
•	 Order and chaos
•	 Duality
•	 Hunting
•	 Disguise

Enrichment
Study Guides for certain productions are available at 
stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides.

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged 
by calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, 
ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/
teachingmaterials.

Let us take care of lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime but must be ordered 
two weeks in advance. Student deli lunch buffets 
are another option (subject to availability). For more 
information, ask the Groups and Schools Department when 
placing your ticket order.

Theatre etiquette
Please respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When 
the lights dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the 
actors on stage. Be sure to turn off all mobile devices and 
refrain from texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful 
to the actors who are telling the story.
 Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, 
smiles, giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off 
your presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

Booking Information
Online
You can order your group tickets online at any time 
right from your desk. You can even select your seats! 
To start planning your trip, go to stratfordfestival.ca/
schools.

Email
groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone
1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

Sponsor for the 2017 season of the Tom Patterson Theatre

Support for the 2017 season of the Tom Patterson Theatre is 
generously provided by Richard Rooney & Laura Dinner

Production support is generously provided by M.E.H. Foundation


